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Passing the half-way mark of the 68th General Assembly means legislators must step up the pace to conduct business if it is to come up with a balanced budget as required by Colorado law.  As the struggle continues, there are two prime ways of attaining the goal – cutting K-12 education or raising taxes – no one likes either way.  

Governor Hickenlooper ‘s budget director, Henry Sobanet, has made the point several times since arriving to his position that Colorado has more than just a problem of lacking revenue – it also has a spending problem.  


One only has to look back over the years when the economy in Colorado was booming.  Spending outpaced revenue even then, whether it was building schools on what can only be described as a “palatial” scale, or spending by the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), as if there was an unlimited pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.  I-25’s T-REX project comes to mind with its miles and miles of walls along its path as it winds through the metro area, and as they do along I-70.  


How many decaying, falling-apart bridges could have been repaired for what those walls cost?  How many bridges could have been repaired for the millions spent on bridges built now for future use that have no land yet acquired for approaches?  Inquiries to CDOT elicit a response, “It’s cheaper to build now than ten years down the road . . .”  Need it be pointed out, it would have been MUCH cheaper (less expensive) and safer for the maintenance to have been completed all those years ago when needed rather than waiting till things reach the crisis point, of course, in the recovery period from the “worst recession since the great depression.”    


Not only in Colorado, but across this country we know as America, the folks in charge must realize that the time has come to stop spending as if there is no tomorrow.  At some point, priorities must change – doing more with less must become the driving force of this nation, and the controlling question be, “Can we afford it?”  Revenue then becomes the controlling factor.  

Development in arid Colorado continues at a near out-of-control pace.  The mentality of developers is “build it and water will magically appear.”  NO, IT WILL NOT!!!  Yet, the entire population will pay the price for elected officials who continue to approve development that further exacerbates the dwindling water supply in Colorado as though the water is unlimited.  The pace of approval is as though there is an acute shortage of housing – no one is being forced to live in tents for lack of available housing.  Reservoirs are being built for no other reason than to accommodate future development, even though no source of water is yet contracted for.  

Elected officials are bamboozled by fast talking lawyers representing developers who far too often find a way for ordinary taxpayers to be stuck with the bill for such insanity – not the developers who believe they have the right to build without restraint, regardless of the lack or need for more megahomes “starting in the low $400’s or low $600’s.”     

That’s it from the soapbox, and now to the legislature!

House Bill 11-1149 raises questions yet again as to how persons illegally in this country obtain state, local or federal public benefits and secure employment when they do not have the identification documents required under current law.  


“Under current law, state agencies and political subdivisions of the state are required to verify the lawful presence of applicants by checking an approved document (such as a Colorado driver’s license, Colorado identification card or military identification card, among others) and receiving an affidavit from each applicant stating that he or she is a citizen or legal resident and lawfully present in the United States.”  

HB 1149 adds to the documentation by requiring that an applicant produce a social security card, and also allows applicants to show a copy of his/her birth certificate in lieu of executing an affidavit.  The bill also requires that employers in Colorado “verify the identity of newly hired employees when determining their legal work status.”  


Readers may not be aware of the wide range of state, local and federal public benefits available to citizens.  Services and functions covered by HB 1149, if passed and signed by the Governor, include “Any grant, loan, professional or commercial license, and any retirement, welfare, heath, disability, public or assisted housing, post secondary education, food assistance, unemployment benefit, or any similar benefit provided or paid for by state, local or federal government.”  


Twenty-one years ago, this writer was required to produce documentation “verifying lawful presence in the United States,” in order to be hired, although it was explained at the time simply as “proving citizenship.”  An official government form was provided to me listing the types of documents that met the requirement (birth certificate box was checked and provided).  No whining, no wailing of discrimination or onerous burden, no anything, that was the rule.  
Sponsors:  Representative Cindy Acree, R-Arapahoe/Elbert, 866-2944; and Senator Ted Harvey, R-Douglas, 966-4881.  

Senate Bill 11-110 concerns an open burning permit system for the purpose of safely disposing of slash.  “Slash” is defined in the bill as “woody material less than six inches in diameter consisting of limbs, branches, and stems that are free of dirt . . . does not include tree stumps, roots or any other material.”  The bill imposes the requirement for developing an open burning permit system on certain Boards of County Commissioners in “counties with substantial forested area,” by January 1, 2012.  

One point from the legislative declaration is especially of concern as to doability – or is the idea just theory?  Keep in mind as you read, the Four Mile Canyon fire in adjacent Boulder County last year was started by a volunteer fireman; the Hayman fire was started by a distraught Forest Ranger; the Buffalo Creek fire was started by partying teenagers; and the Los Alamos, New Mexico fire was started by a controlled burn when forest personnel ignored weather warnings.  The bottom line is, regardless of how unintended or accidental the fires were, everything that burned is gone.  

From the legislative declaration:



“(I) The use of fire as a tool for the disposal of unwanted slash is most appropriate when accomplished with consideration of measures that contain the fire within a desired location, minimize smoke emissions, mitigate negative impacts to residual live vegetation, and increase the consumption of the unwanted slash.”  


Question 1:  How likely or realistic is it for the typical homeowner to have the means to: 

· contain the fire within a desired location?
· minimize smoke emissions? and

· mitigate negative impacts to residual and live vegetation?  


Question 2:  Is fire the safest, most common sense solution to getting ride of slash in locations surrounded by forested areas?      


The bill also “exempts broadcast burns conducted within federal and state guidelines that have a written prescribed fire plan and agricultural burns.”    Counties with an open burn permit system already in place on the effective date of SB 110, if passed and signed by the Governor, are exempt from compliance until the Board of County Commissioners alters the system.    

Sponsors:  Senator Jeanne Nicholson, D-District 16, 866-4873; and Representative Don Coram, R-District 56, 866-2955.   


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.  
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